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Today’s readings remind us just how simple our faith is. The first reading told us how the 

apostles realized, in the light of the resurrection, that salvation was a matter of faith in 

Jesus Christ rather than in strict adherence to the 613 laws in the Torah. They simply 

added a few bolt-ons to make life go a little bit easier with the pagans and unconverted 

Jewish folks.  

 

The second reading reminds us that in Heaven, things will be even simpler. In full union 

with Trinitarian bliss, there’ll be no need for any particular religious framework or moral 

code since we will be one indivisibly with Love Itself. 

 

The gospel comes from the part of John just before the Passion. Jesus is doing his best to 

comfort his disciples, telling them not only that all shall be well in the fullness of time, but 

also how they can be confident about that and how to behave while the work’s in progress.  

 

It’s simple. All is well when we take to heart the words of love, healing and life that Jesus 

gave us. Immersed in the love of this, our Eucharistic community, we can confidently let 

our hearts be at peace no matter what’s going on around us. God assures us that he has our 

back 24x7. It’s just that simple. 

 

Let me tell you a story that might connect what Jesus said at the Last Supper to life as we 

live it today. As many of you do too, I’m sure, a bunch of us guys get together every now 

and then for coffee and conversation. 

 

From time to time something will come up that they think requires illumination by a 

representative of the Holy Roman Catholic Church. Since they all know I’m one of 

“them,” arms get folded and stares are aimed in my direction. 
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A while ago, as things were going from pretty bad to inconceivably worse in the Ukraine 

and elsewhere in the political sphere, one of my friends, Jim, turned to me and asked 

“What do these guys have to do learn how to govern properly? Most of them couldn’t lead 

a line of beer cans across a TV screen, let alone run a country. Don’t you holy guys have 

something to say to them about that?” 

 

“We do, in fact,” I replied. “It’s called the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s the 

embodiment of the law of love that runs the universe. Keep his word and you’ll get the job 

done, seems to me.” 

“Those guys don’t read stuff like that,” Jim replied, as the others nodded.  

“Don’t you have something short and simple that everyone can get and nobody argues 

about?” 

I thought for a moment and as usual, the Spirit put some words in my mouth for me. 

“Most of you guys are married, aren’t you?” I asked. 

They nodded and I continued, “Do you think most of the world’s leaders are, too?” 

They nodded again and I asked, “Well, it’s really pretty simple then, isn’t it? Do you 

happen to remember your wedding vows?” 

As you might imagine, the depth and precision of their recollections varied quite a bit, so I 

continued. 

 

“Maybe this lies at the heart of the problem. Since deacons witness weddings occasionally, 

let me remind you how those vows go. You and your wife-to-be said to each other: ‘I 

promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love 

you and honor you all the days of my life.’  

If we want good leaders let’s find people who will promise to love and honor us, and then 

keep their word. If, as you say, they’re all married, they should already know this! How 

much simpler can it get?” 

That met with their approval, and worth a free coffee and the donut of my choice. 
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This simple story illuminates how God engages us in God’s love. As you may be aware, 

the marriage covenant is often used in Scripture to describe the relationship between God 

and us. Loving and honoring each other is at the heart not only of Christian marriage, but 

very much at the heart of our entire relationship with God and each other. What’s hoped 

for on our end is that we take God’s words of love to heart and use them to shape the 

trajectories of our lives. When we understand the words of John’s gospel as God’s vows to 

us and vice versa, we are taken to a place of immense meaning, deep commitment and 

dazzling promise. 

 

Those vows to love and honor one another that we take in marriage echo the vows God 

made with you and me at the moment God created us. Beyond that, as I told my friends at 

coffee, they’re vows that, expressed in different ways, we’re expected to take with one 

another, too. It’s true that, at one level marriage is a private affair, but at the deepest level 

it’s intensely communal and profoundly Eucharistic. If our destiny, if God’s will for us, is 

that we all be one indivisibly with God in eternity, could it really be any other way? 

 

Although that might sound pretty simple, we all know it’s also quite challenging. It’s 

difficult to love and honor our spouses 24x7, let alone everyone else we encounter, and 

God, too. So it is that the gospel continues, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” God 

knows what God has made. Honest intentions are crucial, flawless performance isn’t even 

possible.  

 

As it is in any good marriage, opportunities for reconciliation and growth in love will 

always be available to faithful lovers. It is quite enough to embrace sincerely the difficult 

destiny to love and honor God, our spouse and each other and do the best we can. It’s 

really just that simple. 


